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SEABACS’ 50TH YEAR



	Seabacs Boating Club is exclusively Boeing and may draw membership only from Boeing Employees, immediate family, contractors and retirees.  Members are welcome with or without a boat.  Please pass the word to other employees. The Seabacs have been in existence for fifty years and have a rich history and excellent reputation throughout the boating community to earn the privilege of reciprocal moorage with 50 plus yacht clubs.  Comparatively, Seabacs dues are some of the lowest in the boating community. The next Seabacs Meeting is Monday, February 14 at 7 p.m. at the Boeing Oxbow Rec Center located along the Duwamish Waterway on Seattle Boeing property. Seabacs Web site is www.seabacs.org.   Your support is needed to keep this Boeing club, which started 50 years ago, afloat.   Note:  If you use the Oxbow bridge to get to the meetings, see the article under Seabac Meetings about the revision to bridge traffic.


The views expressed herein are solely those of the SEABACS Boating Club and do not necessarily reflect those of the Boeing Company.
The 50th Seabacs Commodores Ball is on February 12, 2011, centrally located at Billy Baroos in Tukwila.  You and your friends are invited to attend and help make this a momentous occasion. This is an “open” event.   More details are below.
NEWS FROM THE BRIDGE
Commodore’s Column

By Steve W. Stroud
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Greetings Fellow Seabacs,
Here it is already February.  January was a busy month, beginning with the NBC President's Dinner attended by past commodore Hiram and Terri-Ann and Rhonda and myself at the Des Moines Yacht Club.  We then had a very good
time at the Seabacs Award Banquet at the Renton Technical College.  I would like to thank all of you who attended.  And congratulate Bob and Virginia
Jackson as recipients of the Family of the Year.  We as a club must have been very lucky or very secretive this year since we did not give out three awards, the Stiff Rope, Rubber Ducky and Bent Prop, due to the fact that no
one was able to recall anyone "meriting" one of those awards in 2010.  Ardis Lavagetto was recognized with a lifetime achievement award for serving
nineteen years as Hospitality Chair.  Now that's dedication!  Lastly we met up on the 29th to attend the Seattle Boat Show with some of our fellow Seabacs; lots of dreaming took place while looking at all the new toys at
the show. The month of February is filled with social engagements as the various clubs hold their commodore balls, since the weather is not very conducive to
boating just yet.  Ours is the 12th and we just received the club's
invitation for Totem Yacht Club's ball on February 26th at their clubhouse.
Many of these functions hand out prizes for the club with the most attendees and we'd love to see some of you there. The big announcement at the Awards Banquet was a change to the cruise
calendar.  Our first cruise of the year to Bell Harbor has been moved up a couple of weeks due to a conflict with the Navy showing up on the weekend we
had originally planned ongoing; so be sure to check the website for the new dates.  Hopefully the weather will continue to be warm, if a more than a bit soggy.
Thanks for your support.
Your Commodore,
Steven W. Stroud
   Vice Commodore Column
By Mike Kelley
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Hello to all SEABACS, 
Hey, it was great seeing everyone at the Awards Dinner.  The Boat Show should be a great time too.  Watch out though, I actually bought a boat there once.  I have been checking on the boat frequently over the winter and am really looking forward to getting back on the water.  Hope to see all of you on the cruises and on the water.   
Secretary’s Study

By Terri-Ann Betancourt
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February 2011 

This is an important month. We celebrate our Commodore’s Ball and our 50th Anniversary (Feb. 12). I’d like to send a special “thank you” to our Commodore Steve Stroud and his First Mate Rhonda, for taking the helm through the club’s 50th year. Our February meeting happens to fall on Monday, Feb. 14, otherwise known as Valentine’s Day.  A few notes about Valentine’s Day . . . 

The history of Valentine's Day — and its patron saint — remains a mystery. St. Valentine's Day contains vestiges of both Christian and ancient Roman tradition. What we do know is that February has become a month for romance.

In medieval times, some people believed that if a woman saw a robin flying overhead on Valentine's Day it meant she would marry a sailor (or perhaps a present-day member of a boating club?). If she saw a sparrow, she was destined to marry a poor man and be very happy. If she saw a goldfinch, she was expected to marry a millionaire. Given that, one could wonder if a woman saw a robin flying with a goldfinch, would she be destined to marry a rich man who owned a mega yacht.  Sounds like a possibility.

According to the Greeting Card Association, an estimated one billion valentine cards are sent each year, making Valentine's Day the second largest card-sending holiday of the year (an estimated 2.6 billion cards are sent at Christmas). Reportedly, 85 percent of all valentines are purchased by women. 

So, to Seabacs members, this is a friendly reminder to share a card, a hand-written note, and/or a token of your love with someone special.  And, if you have no one special at this time, keep looking up in the sky and maybe you’ll spot a robin or a sparrow or a goldfinch – or all three flying in harmony! 

Terri-Ann Betancourt

Secretary

Jr Past Commodore’s Column
By Hiram Betancourt
Happy Valentines to all!

This year our monthly meeting falls on Valentine’s Day. Try not to miss this meeting with a heart and red theme. This La Niña winter weather may not be warm enough for some to go boating, however, we’ll be in the water sooner than expected.  

Around Seabacs

January was a month of awards and accomplishments around Seabacs with a bulk of the membership stepping up to the plate and the board members supporting a variety of activities for our membership. Congratulations to our new Commodore and his First mate for developing a first class Awards Banquet.  As predicted the Seabacs are up and running to a fantastic launch in 2011. The first jamboree at the Northwestern Boating Council President’s Dinner and the Seattle Boat Show are an example of much harmony and camaraderie. See blog for picture of new Bridge: Seabac Blog.

2011 Cruises/Events

As some of you may know, our fearless Fleet Captain (Pat Forbes) has a fabulous calendar filled with cruises and events for 2011. Thank you, Fleet Captain and Lieutenants for a fantastic job in collaborating on this titanic effort. Thus far, 16 slips are reserved for the Memorial Day weekend cruise to Kingston.

Seabacs Commodore’s Ball
Seabacs own Commodore’s Ball and 50th Anniversary celebration on February 12th at Billy Baroos promises to be a smooth sailing. This celebration for Seabacs members and our reciprocal club members will feature dinner, dancing, and lots of Rock ‘n’ Roll fun. Email your RSVP to: habetancourt@gmail.com 

Opening Day Boat Parade 2011
Next quarter is Seattle Opening Day – May 7th. We are registered to participate as a Salute Boat, thank you Sue and Tap for entering Viking Princess. Opening Day, the official opening of Seattle's boating season sponsored by the Seattle Yacht Club, includes a celebration of many kinds of water activities. This year's festivities will include a morning of crew races, sailboats with spinnakers flying. Two small flotillas of yachts carrying musicians from the University of Washington Husky and Washington State University Cougar Marching Bands,  and of course, the grand Opening Day boat parade on Saturday. The 2011 theme is "Salish Sea Treasures" and participating boats will decorate to this year's theme. Opening Day in Seattle is a family affair; families decorate their boats for the festivities and parades, families spread blankets on the shoreline and spend hours watching and picnicking. More details at: Opening Day Program.
NOTE: Seabacs members interested in cheering and waving at the boat parade may use the Log Boom, as some members have done in the past. For more information, please see the Log Boom Moorage page on the University of Washington Athletic Website. 

Have a great time on the water, be careful and play safe... see you on the water.  

Fleet Captain
Patrick Forbes
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From the desk of the Fleet Captain;

The boat show, the boat show! We are going to the boat show! Leslie and Craig Waffle are meeting us at 10:00 at the North Gate on January 29th. Hope you can join us for what I consider one huge scavenger hunt.

My plan for the boat show is to look for all the equipment and safety gear I just have to have for the next boating season. It will be here sooner than expected. The Ames and Cartmels have informed me that March 11, 12 and 13 will be the new dates for our first cruse of the year. What a great time for a trip to Bell Harbor. There are some really great things you should know about this cruse if you are on the fence about coming. First off you get more than you might expect out of this weekend. That’s right folks. By attending this cruse you not only get 3 days in down town Seattle but we are also throwing in the extra surprise of daylight savings time. This is also the last weekend before we have to go into spring, so come join us and be able to say you did winter cruising. What better way to prepare for the celebration of Saint Patrick’s Day. The best part is the Cartmel’s and the Ames’ are Cruse Lieutenants so we know how fun that can be. We have 8 spots reserved so get your registration in early. Like now!

It’s Tacoma next in April on the 15, 16, and 17. More info later.

Also, be sure to get reservations in for Kingston ASAP. We have spaces reserved for Memorial Weekend but you do need to sign up early.

Patrick Forbes

SEABACS Fleet Captain

*
To attend a cruise, contact a Cruise Lieutenant or sign up at a meeting.  The cruise lieutenant will let you know if reservations are your responsibility which is usually the case.  Please be sure to remember that you did sign up and confirm with the cruise lieutenant(s) that you will attend.  If something comes up that you cannot attend, please let the cruise lieutenant know as far in advance as possible.  This is to preserve our reputation as a boating group as well as being courteous to our volunteer cruise lieutenant(s).

Thanks.

More Information for Cruise Planning

Boeing Employees Recreational Clubs and Services (http://www.boeing.com/companyoffices/aboutus/recreation/ Phone number 206-655-1941 has items which can be checked out to be used on Seabacs Cruises.  Additionally, Seabacs has cruise items in the cupboards at Oxbow Recreation Center which can be used on cruises (please do check with Ardis about what is for a cruise and what is for refreshments).  

Do check out these resources when planning a cruise or event.
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Reciprocal Moorages

Reciprocals:  For reciprocal data please contact George Wilson.

Please visit the Seabacs website, www.seabacs.org, for a list of current Seabacs reciprocal locations.  

Please note that a current Seabac membership card and a burgee are needed to take advantage of reciprocal moorage.
Upcoming CRUISES & EVENTS
TOA Commodores Ball

February 5, 2011

Honoring Don Winnett and Firstmate Lana

TOA Clubhouse

18:00 Cocktails

19:00 Introduction of Commodores

19:30 Dinner by Scott Clement

21:00-24:00 Dancing to Cheyenne

RSVP to Bill VanFleet

Jocundity1956@gmail.com
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50TH ANNIVERSARY COMMODORE BALL

Honoring

Commodore Steven Stroud and First Mate Rhonda

Saturday February 12th, 2011

Cocktails at 6 p.m.

Dinner at 7 p.m.

Dancing and Raffles from 8-11 p.m.

Dinner by Billy Baroos

13500 Interurban Ave S Tukwila, WA 98168

(206) 588-2763

Dancing to DJ Simon’ Rock & Roll Playlist

Dress is Semi-Formal with Dress Greys for Officers

Cost: $40 per person, $80 per couple
Bring family & friends!
For reservations and tickets please contact

Hiram & Terri-Ann Betancourt (425) 313-1087

e-mail: habetancourt@gmail.com

FEBRUARY 26, 2011

TOTEM YACHT CLUB

COMMODORE BALL

TOTEM YACHT CLUB

TACOMA, WASHINGTON
6 P.M.
Dinner by Eddies Catering

Live Music

Join your Commodore and his First Mate for a lovely evening with the Totem Yacht Club.  Cost is $40 per person/$80 per couple for dinner and dancing.

SIGN UP FOR THE FIRST CRUISE OF SPRING
March 11-13 
Bell Harbor Marina Cruise

 

SeaBacs will be at Bell Harbor Marina the weekend of March 11 - 13. Cruise Captains Ames and Cartmels will have a fun weekend planned for you. Bell Harbor is holding 8 slips for the SeaBacs, so call for your reservation soon. The number is 206-787-3952. Don't forget that Bell Harbor requires a non refundable deposit of the first night's moorage at the time of reservation. More information on the activities will be coming out soon- but reserve your spot. You won't want to miss this one!
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April Daffodil Boating Parade
April 15, 16, 17
Tacoma Yacht Club

Theme:  Spirit of Adventure

This is an outstanding weekend of fun activities and yacht club participation from all over Puget Sound.   Participate in all or parts of the weekend.  The full meal package at the Tacoma Yacht Club is $67.80 this year.  The dinner’s only package is $36.80.  Clothing and pins can be ordered from Paul Hunter or purchased at the event.  Come early for a good clothing size selection though.  Cathy Petite and Scott Schreder have plans for the Seabac Parade Entry.  Paul Hunter is in charge of registration and has special Seabac moorage close to the club house for those who boat in.  Early reservations are a must.  Also, RV space is available.  Again, early registration is a must.  Drive-ins are also a part of this great weekend.  Help is needed on Saturday for decorating the boat.  That is followed by the ever famous Trivia contest.  
Contact Steve Stroud for early registration information.

SEATTLE YACHT CLUB
OPENING DAY

MAY 7, 2011

[image: image8.png]The Trio 1s proud to announce the
2011 Opening Day Theme...

“SALISH SEA TREASURES”

In November of 2009 the United States
and Canada formally adopted the name
of “The Salish Sea” for the inland marine
waters of Washington and British
Columbia. With its rich history,
unparalleled beauty, and limitless
cruising opportunities all who live near or
visit the sea have taken home one of its
treasures.

What’s your treasure, the adventure of
cruising to new destinations, a beautiful
anchorage, favorite port of call, family
memories new and old, mountains rising
from the sea, fishing, crabbing...?

Join us as we Celebrate The Salish Sea and all its treasures.

. Bob McConnell, Admiral
Opening Day

Bonnie Foti, Admiralette
May 7th, 2011 , _
Dick Bell, Vice-Admiral





EVENT REPORTS

Northwestern Boating Council President's Dinner

The NBC's President's Dinner honored incoming president Bob Rothwell this year and took place Jan. 8.  It was held at Des Moines Yacht Club and had representatives from all the clubs on the council and very well attended by the general membership of the hosting club.  NBC was presented with a plaque noting appreciation from the Washington State Parks Dept. for all the work they do maintaining the maritime parks, especially Blake Island and the recent completion of the Flagpole monument.  You don't see the state doing that often!  

In addition, they encouraged everyone to turn out for the work party and the picnic and the newly inducted vice president, Bill Van Fleet, announced that he was bringing back the blind commodore dinghy races, by popular demand. So our commodore and first mate better start practicing!
SEABACS MEETINGS:

Hello Oxbow Activity Center Users,

We have been notified of a traffic revision effective February 1, 2011 the small bridge that is crossed to access the activity center parking lot will become 1 (one) way east bound only access road.

We are truly sorry for the inconvenience and short notice.

If you have additional questions please feel free to contact me at 206-544-1815 or 206-769-9422.

Thank you in advance for your understanding. 

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Boeing Oxbow Recreation Center except for July and August.  The General Meeting begins at 7:00 pm and is followed by refreshments, boat-talk, and conversation.  
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>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
With Seabacs, you have friends on the water.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Membership and Dues
2011 Membership 
Leslie Waffle,  Membership Chair.
It is time to renew your Seabacs Membership! Remember, our dues have increased to $100. Anyone wishing to renew membership dues at the next meeting is welcome to do so.   

To join or rejoin, please print off a membership form from the website (www.seabacs.org).   Seabacs needs your signature on the bottom for Boeing Insurance purposes.  (Two signatures are needed, if married or have a significant other).  We will also have forms available at the meeting if you need one.  You may mail the dues with the form to Craig & Leslie Waffle, 13604 SE 232nd St., Kent, WA 98178. (253) 631-3020. 

The form for Boeing Insurance purposes has been turned in and Seabacs Boeing Club Insurance has been renewed for 2010-2011. 
Seabacs’ dues are still among the lowest of any in organized yachting and boating clubs. Membership also includes the opportunity to be a BoatUS member at one-half price.

Seabacs is the only organization that exclusively represents the interests and serves the needs of the Boeing employees’ recreation pleasure boating population. 
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SHIP’S STORE

The color is classic red, the items are available with Seabacs burgee, on T-shirts, jackets, polo shirts, and that’s just the beginning of choices.  Items embroidered with the Seabacs burgee are available for purchase at Lands End and two other sources where Seabacs has paid for the Seabacs burgee design.  There are some good buys at the Lands End website these days.  Do check them out at   www.landsend.com.   Members are on their own to purchase items.  A binder with information about the logo number and to assist in ordering is available at the meetings.  Call or e-mail Mary Ann if you need help ordering or need the Seabac’s Burgee logo number.
The Vice Commodore is the focal point for burgees (flags) and hats which are available at the meetings. 
BOOKS
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Gunkholing in South Puget Sound: A Comprehensive Cruising Guide from Kingston-Edmonds South to Olympia [Paperback] by Jo Bailey is available in paperback.  It is an oldie but a goodie for exploring local waters.
BOATING NEWS
VESSEL SAFETY CHECK 2011

I have received my VSC decals for 2011.  I will bring my kit to all cruises.  Anyone interested in a VSC, I can perform it on a cruise or we can meet at your own moorage if it is no further north than Des Moines.

Paul Hunter: pcjaeger@msn.com 
Boating Organizations
NBC, RBAW, IOBG, NBF
AKA, Northwest Boating Council, Recreational Boating Association of Washington, International Order of the Blue Gavel and National Boating Federation. These organizations represent most yacht clubs in the area and work to keep Puget Sound waters friendly to boaters.  RBAW is active in working for positive legislation at the State level in Olympia.  NBF monitors things on a Federal level. Seabac individuals may join these organizations.  Seabacs Boating Club itself cannot have a membership due to Boeing restrictions but you are urged to participate individually in these organizations to help keep a “united front” for favorable boating conditions.
IOBG 2011 ACTIVITIES

April 15-16, 2011
Spring Meeting - Hosted by Hells Canyon Boat Club - Clarkston, WA

Some neat activities and local tours of interest are planned. The convention hotel offers a great rate and an RV Park is within walking distance to the hotel and the IOBG meeting and party.
May 7, 2011
Opening Day - Seattle Yacht Club, Seattle, WA

June 9-12, 2011
International's Spring Regional Meeting - Portland, Oregon.
Hosted by District #5

July 15-16, 2011
Summer Picnic Weekend- Kingston, WA

September 23-24, 2011
Fall Meeting and Change of Watch - Hosted by Poulsbo Yacht Club - Poulsbo, WA

The club has moorage for your boat and economical hotel and RV Parks are close by.

Update about E-15 Ethanol
NMMA (National Marine Manufactures Association) Continues Strong Opposition of Incompatible Ethanol Blends


As previously reported in Currents, in late December NMMA filed suit in the U.S. Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit challenging an Oct.13, 2010 decision by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to partially approve E15 for a subset of on-highway motor vehicles. NMMA is joining the Outdoor Power Equipment Institute (OPEI), the Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers (AAM) and the Association of International Automobile Manufacturers (AIAM) in a newly-formed coalition -- the Engine Products Group (EPG) -- in pursuing this legal challenge.  Go to www.nmma.org/news.aspx?id=17090 to read NMMA’s full statement.
Copper Bottom Paint Bill Introduced

This Bill would make the state the first to ban copper boat paint

Three Sheets Northwest “Currents, Environment” by Deborah Bach   has published a very long article about the Bill to ban copper boat paint.  You may access the total article via the link below.  As one reader commented, “…with all the container ships coming into Puget Sound with layers of toxic paint, why pick on the recreational boaters?” ed.
The original URL is: http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/archives/14538  

USCG – guidance re lifejackets and immersion suits
The US Coast Guard released guidance with respect to new SOLAS amendments affecting the Life-Saving Appliances (LSA) Code and the Revised Recommendation on Testing of Life-Saving Appliances requirements for lifejacket and immersion suit approval and carriage, effective 1 July 2010. The Coast Guard has determined that lifejackets and immersion suits meeting the new SOLAS standards will be considered to have equivalent performance characteristics as those specified in current USCG regulations. The Coast Guard anticipates eventual issuance of specific new regulations to implement the recent SOLAS amendments. NVIC 03-10 (11/10/10)

SUNSHINE

Please contact Ginny Wetli or Sharron Horn with any Sunshine news.
BIRTHDAYS
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February
Mary Ann Balyeat
02/07
George Wilson
02/10
Bob Jackson

02/14

Bonnie Kelley

02/25

Richard Petterson
02/26


SEABACS CONTACT INFORMATION
*Steve Stroud, Commodore
rstroud34@comcast.net 

(206) 772-2557

*Mike Kelley, Vice Commodore

bonniekelley@comcast.net 
Terri-Ann Betancourt, Secretary

tabetancourt@comcast.net 

*Craig Waffle, Treasurer

majwaffle@yahoo.com
(253) 631-3026

*Pat Forbes, Fleet Captain

patbbbb@comcast.net 

*Leslie Waffle, Membership

lesliewaffle@yahoo.com
(253) 631-3026

*George Wilson, Reciprocals

trawlercat@comcast.net
(253) 638-1712
*Hiram Betancourt, 
Jr. Past Commodore
hirambetancourt@comcast.net 

(425) 313-1087
The SEABACS Newsletter is available on the web site www.seabacs.org or at the meeting.  If you wish to have it e-mailed to you, please do request that via Mary Ann. Please submit newsletter information to Mary Ann by the 24th of the month. 
Wm.mab@wavecable.com 

SEABACS CALENDAR 
	2011
	CRUISES AND EVENTS
	Location
	Contact

	January 29
	Boat Show followed by Lunch
	Qwest Field  N Gate
	Craig Waffle

	Feb 5
	TOA Commodore Ball
	TOA Clubhouse
	Stroud

	Feb 12
	SEABACS

50th Anniversary Commodore Ball
	Billy Baroos Tukwila
	Betancourt

	Feb  26
	Totem Yacht Club Commodore Ball
	Totem Yacht Club
	Stroud

	March 5
	Des Moines YC Commodore Ball
	Des Moines YC
	Stroud

	Mar 11-13* new date  
	Bell Harbor-- make reservations now!
	Seattle Bell Harbor
	Cartmel and Ames

	April 2
	Northwest Boating Council work party
	Blake Island
	

	April 15,16,17
	Daffodil Weekend cruise or drive-in Theme:  Spirit of Adventure
	Tacoma Yacht Club
	Betancourt or Hunter

	May 7
	Opening Day cruise or drive-in 

Theme: Salish Sea.  Parade aboard the Viking Princess with Captain Tap and First Mate Sue Ames
	Seattle Yacht Club & Puget Sound Yacht C.
	Stroud/Ames

	May 14
	South Sound Opening Day cruise or drive-in
	Des Moines YC
	Stroud

	May 27-30
	Memorial Day Weekend Cruise
	Kingston Marina
	Horn/Betancourt 

	June 3-5
	Northwest Boating Council Picnic
	Brownsville Marina
	Stroud

	June 24-26
	Taste of Tacoma Cruise
	Dock Street 
	Jackson

	July 1-4
	July 4th Weekend Cruise
	Port Orchard
	Ames /Hunter

	July 16
	IOBG District 1 Summer Picnic
	Brownsville Marina
	

	July 23, 24
	Bainbridge Island BYO Everything Cruise
	Winslow Wharf Marina
	Jackson

	Aug 5, 6, 7* new date
	Anchor Out in San Juans Cruise
	Wescott Bay
	Forbes/Horn/Lavagetto

	August 27-28
	Redneck Weekend Anchor-Out Cruise
	Blakely Bay or Silverdale
	Kelley

	Sept 2-5
	Labor Day Weekend Cruise
	Poulsbo Marina
	

	Sept 17
	Past Commodore Surprise Cruise
	Surprise!
	Betancourt

	Sept 24
	NBC Do Nothing Cruise
	Dockton County Park
	NBC

	Oct 8 
	Viking Yacht Club Commodore Ball

(dress whites)
	Tacoma Yacht Club
	Stroud

	Oct 21-23
	Halloween Cruise
	Gig Harbor Arabellas
	Kelley and Waffle


Seabacs Boating Club 

The Boeing Company

P.O. Box 3707 M/C 4H-58

Seattle, WA 98124
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