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SEABACS NEWSLETTER
OCTOBER 2010



	The next Seabacs Meeting is Monday, October 11, at the Boeing Oxbow Rec Center. Seabacs Web site is  www.seabacs.org.  Seabacs Boating Club may draw membership only from Boeing Employees, immediate family, contractors and retirees.  Members are welcome with or without a boat.  Please pass the word to other employees.  Your support is needed to keep this Boeing club, which started 50 years ago, afloat.  


Sixty Reciprocals!  Seabac members like to cruise; we are a boating club.  With sixty reciprocals to choose from, the cost of boating becomes more affordable.  The cost of Seabacs membership is quickly offset for those who use reciprocals.  Please see George Wilson’s column for the latest information.  George and Jan have used most of the reciprocal moorages and can give you tips from first-hand experience.  Do remember, a current, paid membership and a Seabacs burgee are the ticket for using reciprocal moorages.

The views expressed herein are solely those of the SEABACS Boating Club and do not necessarily reflect those of the Boeing Company.
NEWS FROM THE BRIDGE
Commodore’s Column

By Hiram Betancourt,
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Greetings you all!

After a somewhat short but fun and beautiful summer with many impressive cruises, considering the weather, it looks like the equinox has fallen upon us and we expect to settle into our customary rainy and 60’s temperatures. However this does not mean we stop the party, the activities and chronicles for Seabacs members continue. 

Please join the fun at the next event, the Commodore’s Ball for the Viking YC on October 2 at the Tacoma Yacht Club. Then the 22 – 24 October weekend Seabacs will have its last cruise for the year to Arabella’s Landing in Gig Harbor. This is our traditional Halloween cruise, and it will be held in the warm and cozy shelter that the marina provides. To sign up for this cruise, please contact the cruise lieutenants, Bob and Ginny Jackson, by October 1.  You must also contact Arabella’s at (253) 851-1793 to secure your slip.   More information is forthcoming at our next Seabacs meeting on October 11. 

Lea Hickman is looking at December 18 for the traditional Winter Social. More information will be available at the upcoming general meeting. Seabacs will plan its awards banquet this year after committee recommendations at next meeting. Think of any events that merit an award, and present them at the upcoming meeting, so there will be enough time to get award plaques. 

I am also pleased to announce that we have a new slate of candidates for officers in 2011. The nomination committee will present a list of nominees to be voted upon at our regular meeting in October. I am confident that Seabacs will be in good hands during our golden year. 50 Years! What a spectacular anniversary milestone to celebrate with family and friends. I am looking forward to seeing you there. 

And lastly, the NBC President’s Dinner venue has been confirmed, Des Moines YC will be hosting this event on January 8, 2011. The event will be catered by the Apogee Family Restaurant.

On September 22nd at 7:09 pm PST, to be exact -- marked the autumnal equinox, officially signifying the end of summer, so welcome to fall. Our next meeting will be October 11th. Until then, have a great equinox and we’ll see you on the water                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Fleet Captain
Tap Ames
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Lets all get ready for a very scary cruise to Arabellas Landing in Gig Harbor.  This is our last cruise of 2010 and our Cruise Lieutenants, Bob and Jenny Jackson, (assisted by their flying monkeys) promise to make it something to howl about!!  I have to say that last year's cruise and the games we played with the plumbers helpers is one of my favorite cruise memories.  October 22, 23, 24; call for reservations on the dock, and call Jacksons if any other questions.

Now let's start thinking about next years cruising schedule.  We would like to have it all in place by the end of the November meeting.  Why?  Because more and more frequently we have to reserve our dock space at the marinas, we want to get there "fustest with the mostest" for our reservations.  Do all our cruises need to be to marinas?  Nope, we can do and go wherever we wish.  So come to the meeting with IDEAS FOR CRUISES.  We can start building our schedule for 2011!  And, each cruise needs a Cruise Lieutenant.  Please plan on a place for a cruise, and plan on working as a cruise Lt.  I would like to pair some of our more experienced (I didn't mean older, honest) Lieutenants with some of our newer members. Our cruises are always fun.  It is because of the cruise Lieutenants and their thoughtful planning.  As involved or as simple as you wish the cruise to be.  It really is a fun thing to do, really, ask any one of our past year's lieutenants.  They'll say the same thing.   

So, come with ideas, places, things to do.  Something different, a giant crab fest, maybe a cruise to the San Juans, perhaps an anchor out in some remote bay, possibly a fishing derby in North Sound, or a survival cruise to some deserted sand spit, ala Gilligans Island, how about a "cook what you catch" contest for the most unusual seafood dinner?. 

It is the time to think of options, things to do that are fun, not reasons for what we can't do.

To attend a cruise, contact a Cruise Lieutenant or sign up at a meeting.  The cruise lieutenant will let you know if reservations are your responsibility which is usually the case.  Please be sure to remember that you did sign up and confirm with the cruise lieutenant(s) that you will attend.  If something comes up that you cannot attend, please let the cruise lieutenant know as far in advance as possible.  This is to preserve our reputation as a boating group as well as being courteous to our volunteer cruise lieutenant(s).

Thanks.

More Information for Cruise Planning

Boeing Employees Recreational Clubs and Services (http://www.boeing.com/companyoffices/aboutus/recreation/ Phone number 206-655-1941 has items which can be checked out to be used on Seabacs Cruises.  Additionally, Seabacs has cruise items in the cupboards at Oxbow Recreation Center which can be used on cruises (please do check with Ardis about what is for a cruise and what is for refreshments).  

Do check out these resources when planning a cruise or event.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
With Seabacs, you have friends on the water.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
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Reciprocal Moorages

Reciprocals:  For reciprocal data please contact George Wilson.

Well fall has officially started and I wanted to bring everyone up-to -date on the Seabac’s reciprocals.  We now have a total of sixty reciprocal clubs, the latest edition being the South Sound Sailing Society in Olympia.  Their reciprocal moorage is at Swantown Marina.  Fall is a great time for “shoulder season” cruising, usually nice weather and reduced crowds.  So get out and let our reciprocal clubs know you appreciate their moorage.

I wanted to mention one reciprocal that we used for the first time this summer and wound up using it twice.  Prior to the club’s 4th of July cruise to Port Orchard, Jan and I stopped at the Port Orchard Yacht Club.  Their club is located past the Port Orchard marina towards the head of the bay.  Their reciprocal moorage is located in two sections along the outside of each breakwater dock.  There is a lot of moorage available here along with power and picnic tables.  Even though you’re on the outside, there is very little traffic in this part of the bay so unless the weather is really bad, it is pretty calm.  If you don’t want to walk into town (about ¼ mile), it is an easy dingy ride.  We enjoyed our stay here so much we stopped again after the Seabacs Poulsbo cruise!

George
Please visit the Seabacs website, www.seabacs.org, for a list of current Seabacs reciprocal locations.  

Please note that a current Seabac membership card and a burgee are needed to take advantage of reciprocal moorage.
Upcoming CRUISES & EVENTS 
*********************
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VIKING YACHT CLUB

COMMODORE BALL

to be held at
TACOMA YACHT CLUB

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 2

6 PM

HALIBUT OR PRIME RIB DINNER $40 EACH

DANCING TO THE EDSELS

The fall Commodore Ball season has started.  The Viking event is always fun and a good time to renew friendships with other clubs after a summer of boating.  Do join Hiram and Terri-Ann for this event.  Contact them soon to make reservations.
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Seabacs Halloween Cruise to Arabella’s Landing, 

Gig Harbor, WA

Friday, October 22 – Sunday, October 24, 2010

Cruise Lieutenants: Bob & Ginny Jackson, 

assisted by Phyllis & Tim Cartmel and Bonnie & Mike Kelley

~(~)~(~)~(~)~(~)~
Will you materialize...at Arabella's Landing for Seabacs' Halloween Party?
Twelve slips and the lounge have been reserved for Friday night through Sunday morning, October 22-24.  Please let us hear from you no later than October 1, 2010 if you plan to attend.
* * *
If you're going to boat in, do two things as soon as possible:  

*call Arabella's at (253)851-1793 to secure a spot on the dock.  (No prepayment is required.) 
*contact the Jacksons by phone or email.  Tell us when you'll arrive and the number in your party. 
 If you're going to drive in, do one thing as soon as possible:  
contact the Jacksons by phone or email.  Tell us when you'll arrive and the number in your party. 
* * *
It’s déjà vu all over again for this year’s Halloween gig at the Gig, Harbor, that is.  We will flash back to the ‘50s and ‘60s for our inspiration, but costumes springing from any time period, planet, hallucination or your imagination will get you in the contest.  Prizes will be awarded for spookiest, most creative, and for best “flash back” to a time-gone-by costume.   Of course we’ll have a display of carved or otherwise mutilated pumpkins, and once beautiful watercraft will be frightfully defaced with all sorts of witchy, ghastly decorations.  

FRIDAY: 

6 PM:  To be determined.  We can have a pizza party in the lounge, a group dinner at a nearby restaurant, or dinner on your own.  We’ll mull over options with the attendees.
  

SATURDAY:

9 AM:  Tricky treats and a cauldron of coffee.  

5 PM:  Spooky hour:  Costume display time.  Come dressed to kill or in a killer costume, your choice.  Pumpkin* display time; unappetizers in the lounge.

*Pumpkins will be judged in daylight and moonlight, so get them out before darkness descends upon us.  Please plan to carve your pumpkin on your boat, or carve it at home.  

6:30 PM:  Pot Luck Dinner:  Due to shortages, recalls and other misfortune, Roasted hunks of cow meat in a pot, mutilated potatoes and gruel -- er... gravy will replace the Ghoul Gruel as anchor for the Pot Luck.  

             

Dark and Dangerous Dessert Contest 

Got a screaming good chocolate dessert recipe?  How bad can Death by Chocolate be?

Games and other merriment to follow:  Witches’ Golf (can you get a hole in one?), Who’s your Mummy? and other strange and wonderful games.  Prizes?  Of course!  
 

SUNDAY: 

 9 AM:  Scaaary breakfast with mystery meat and other strange stuff, coffee 
OK, now it’s time to stow the scary stuff away and leave the terror behind as you trip off to your home port.  

Have a safe trip home and a Howlin’ Halloween!

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE
DATE IS SET

Do save the evening of December 18, for the Hickman Holiday Open House.  More information will appear in the November newsletter.

CRUISES & EVENTS Reports
LABOR DAY CRUISE report
SEPTEMBER 5-6

.   
Surprise Cruise to Bremerton -- just one surprise after another

The Rookers and Jacksons arrived on Friday; Hiram and Terri-Ann Betancourt came in on Saturday.  Drive- ins included the Waffles and the Balyeats, with cameo appearances by Bill Ward and Connie Brownlee and Cathy and Scott with some of her extended family in tow.  

The Blackberry Festival was going on right there at the waterfront park with great music, food, arts and crafts booths and fun stuff for the kiddies; also lots of people-watching opportunities for the adults.   Saturday started off overcast and drizzly so we were pleasantly surprised when the weather warmed to give us a beautiful afternoon.  With that, the festival got packed, but Bugaloo’s Barbeque was right there at the end of the ramp to the guest docks so we didn’t have to squeeze through the crowds to get some of the best barbeque ever.  (It’s a fixture – not just there for the festival.) 

The Port of Bremerton has done a marvelous job of upgrading their marina and waterfront.  There are several parks with wonderful sculpted rocks, statues and amazing fountains honoring the Navy’s service in World War II and the wars that followed.  The destroyer USS Turner Joy’s imposing presence right at the edge of the marina is a solemn nod to those who built ships in Puget Sound and those who served in Viet Nam, as she did.  Visiting her and the Puget Sound Navy Museum are two very emotional experiences.

The Saturday night pot luck experience was another surprise.  We were expecting club provided clams and oysters, but none were to be had at the Port Orchard Farmers’ Market.  With that revelation, the menu shifted to Angelica’s back up plan and we got a nice ham with potato salad instead.  As usual, there was lots of good food.

And then another surprise!  Instead of dinner on the dock on Sunday, we went to Anthony’s Restaurant where we expanded our numbers with the addition of the Waffles and Balyeats.  We’d heard the Balyeats wouldn’t attend because they were on a cruise to Alaska, but they’d arrived home Saturday night so it was a surprise to see them.  It was no surprise that we were all well fed again that night, with no work for the cooks among us.  

On Monday, after a nice, light, club provided breakfast and a struggle with the infamous Bremerton current; we were off to our home ports.  
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NAUTI  NEWS.............
By Leslie Waffle 

We bid Susan Kincaid/Lebahn a fond farewell, as she is moving to Troutdale, Oregon the first week of October.  We wish her all the best and hope she keeps in touch.

Craig's been fighting a huge hornet's nest under the front daylight basement over-hang and behind the siding for the past two weeks.  They must have been building this nest all Spring and Summer long. The score is Hornets = 1   Craig = 1,000 .  He got stung on his left hand and got a headache, dizzy and lost peripheral vision.  911 was called and after Benedryl he was better. However, his hand swelled up twice the normal size and so did his wrist.  Luckily, we removed his watch and ring so they didn't need to be cut off later!  Guess who has to carry an epi-pen now. Apparently, different Bees, Hornets and Wasps inject different proteins when they sting you and you may be allergic to one but not the other; just an interesting trivia fact.
Please let me know what your personal family news is so we can publish it in our newsletter; especially for trips, weddings, births, graduations, vacations, etc. 
 You can e-mail me at lesliewaffle@yahoo.com  
SEABACS MEETINGS:

Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of the month at Boeing Oxbow Recreation Center except for July and August.  The General Meeting begins at 7:00 pm and is followed by refreshments, boat-talk, and conversation.  

Membership and Dues
2010 Membership 
Craig Waffle is Membership Chair.  
At the last general meeting, the Club voted to increase the annual dues from $60 to $100 for Membership in 2011.  The Membership reviewed the annual budget for the club and after considerable discussion, we were left with the unavoidable conclusion that expenses are rising and we needed to do something to keep the club solvent.  The committee, studying the options, talked with the club several times in meetings and at cruises and it's the general consensus that the best action to take is to increase the annual membership dues.  

To join or rejoin, please print off a membership form from the website (www.seabacs.org).   Seabacs needs your signatures on the bottom for Boeing Insurance purposes.  Extra forms are available at the meeting.  You may mail the dues with the form to Craig & Leslie Waffle, 13604 SE 232nd St., Kent, WA 98178. (253) 631-3020. 
The form for Boeing Insurance purposes has been turned in and Seabacs Boeing Club Insurance has been renewed for 2010-2011. 
Seabacs’ dues are still among the lowest of any in organized yachting and boating clubs. Membership also includes the opportunity to be a BoatUS member at one-half price.
Seabacs is the only organization that exclusively represents the interests and serves the needs of the Boeing employees’ recreation pleasure boating population. 

Your time and your support of Seabacs is appreciated. If you need further assistance, please feel free to contact any Seabac officer.
Seabacs membership is currently forty-two families. 
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SHIP’S STORE

The color is classic red, the items are available with Seabacs burgee, in T-shirts, jackets, polo shirts, and that’s just the beginning of choices.  Items embroidered with the Seabacs burgee are available for purchase at Lands End and two other sources where Seabacs has paid for the Seabacs burgee design.  There are some good buys at the Lands End website these days.  Do check them out at   www.landsend.com.   Members are on their own to purchase items.  A binder with information about the logo number and to assist in ordering is available at the meetings.  Call or e-mail Mary Ann if you need help ordering or need the Burgee logo number.
The Vice Commodore is the focal point for burgees (flags) and hats which are available at the meetings.  
* * * * * * * * * * *

Boating Organizations

NBC, RBAW, IOBG, NBF
AKA, Northwest Boating Council, Recreational Boating Association of Washington, International Order of the Blue Gavel and National Boating Federation. These organizations represent most yacht clubs in the area and work to keep Puget Sound waters friendly to boaters.  RBAW is active in working for positive legislation at the State level in Olympia.  NBF monitors things on a Federal level. Seabac individuals may join these organizations.  Seabacs Boating Club itself cannot have a membership due to Boeing restrictions but you are urged to participate individually in these organizations to help keep a “united front” for favorable boating conditions.
NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION (NBF) website:  www.n-b-f.org
(The following articles were submitted by Marlene Barrington, NBF representa-tive and may be of interest to you.  Ed.) 
GAO – challenges facing GPS
The Government Accountability Office (GAO) released its report on the Global Positioning System (GPS). The report expresses concern regarding delays in launching of new satellites and in development of GPS ground control systems. The GPS interagency requirements process remains relatively untested. GAO-10-636 (9/20/10). The Subcommittee on National Security and Foreign Affairs of the House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform issued a news release commenting on the GAO report. (9/17/10).

Visit www.n-b-f.org to view THE LOOKOUT newsletter.
Web site www.uscg.gov has the latest U.S. Coast Guard infor-mation about local waterway activity.
To go with all that Salmon you’ve caught and smoked this year, here is a salmon dip recipe.  Oh, didn’t catch a salmon, well, not to worry, a can of salmon does real well to make this delicious treat.
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Ketchikan Salmon Spread
1 14 oz. can Alaskan Pink Salmon
1 tub prepared French onion dip
1 tub cream cheese, Salmon flavored
Lemon pepper

½ t. dill 
Mix all together and serve with crackers.
Courtesy of Lighthouse, Totems & Eagles Excursions, Ketchikan, Ak. 
PHOTO CONTEST
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Have you been taking pictures as you travel this summer that include you and the Seabac’s Burgee?  The photo contest is on and it is time to submit entries to     Craig Waffle.  You may bring them to the meeting for submittal. Contact Craig for more information.

=========================
SUNSHINE

Please contact Ginny Wetli or Sharron Horn with any Sunshine news.
BIRTHDAYS
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September

Becky Stokes-Foster
10/01
Mike Kelley
10/02

Bill Zottman
10/07

Lana Awad
10/14

Morris Adams
10/17

WEB SITE

Seabacs web site www.seabacs.org 
The SEABACS Newsletter is available on the web site or at the meeting.  If you wish to have it e-mailed to you, please do request that via Mary Ann.  Please submit newsletter information to Mary Ann Balyeat by the 24th of the month.

SEABACS CONTACT INFORMATION
*Hiram Betancourt, Commodore 

hirambetancourt@comcast.net 
(425) 313-1087

*Steve Stroud, Vice Commodore
rstroud34@comcast.net 

(206) 772-2557

*Bill Ward, Secretary

William.h.ward@comcast.net 

(206) 244-9781

*Marvin Hacker, Treasurer

marvin.hacker@comcast.net
(360) 872-8163
*Tap Ames, Fleet Captain
tapfishes@yahoo.com 

(425) 822-9896
*Pieter Rooker, Past Commodore

prooker@msn.com 

(253) 265-8022

*Craig Waffle, Membership

majwaffle@yahoo.com
(253) 631-3026

*George Wilson, Reciprocals

trawlercat@comcast.net
(253) 638-1712
*Mary Ann Balyeat, Newsletter

wm.mab@wavecable.com
(360) 895-8415
SEABACS CALENDAR DATES
	2010
	CRUISES AND EVENTS
	Location
	Contact

	Oct 2
	Viking YC Commodore Ball
	Tacoma Yacht Club
	Commodore Hiram

	Oct 22-24
	Halloween Cruise to Arabellas
	Gig Harbor
	Jackson

	TBA
	PSYC Commodore’s Ball
	
	

	Dec 18
	Hickman Holiday Party
	Hickman Home
	Lea 

	Jan 8
	Northwest Boating Council President’s Dinner
	Des Moines YC
	Hiram

	Feb 2011
	Commodore Ball/Award Ceremony
	Billy Baroos Tukwila
	


Seabacs Boating Club 

The Boeing Company

P.O. Box 3707 M/C 4H-58

Seattle, WA 98124
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